
Child Protection Classification Checklist
This checklist has been developed to help identify and classify child protection concerns. Our definition of a Child Protection concern is that it involves risk of harm to a child under the age of 18 years (“child”), an allegation of reportable conduct by Fellowship personnel or both. 

Indicators of Risk of Harm  |  Indicators of Reportable Conduct  

RISK OF HARM
If ALL of the following are true a concern should be treated as a risk of harm concern: 

1. There are reasonable grounds to suspect that a child is being, or is likely to be exposed to harm, or to a risk of harm. Objective information would include on or more of the following: 
· First-hand observations about a child or family, or
· Information that has been given to a member of the Fellowship by a child, parent or another person, or
· Conclusions Fellowship personnel can reasonably infer based on their training and/or experience.

(‘Reasonable grounds’ does NOT mean that there is conclusive evidence, but that the set of facts or circumstances would cause a person of ordinary and prudent judgement to believe beyond a mere suspicion that a child may be at risk of harm.) 
2. The concern is current. That is:
· The risk is recent, present, or likely in the foreseeable future if circumstances continue unchanged, or 
· The concern involves a child’s contact with someone previously known to be responsible for causing harm to a child, or 
· Abuse or neglect has occurred at some time in the past but continues to have an impact on a child’s safety, welfare or wellbeing.

3. The concern involves possible abuse or neglect as defined in the NSW Government’s Keep Them Safe guidelines and summarised in this checklist of risk of harm indicators.     
Indicators of NEGLECT
	Do you suspect that a parent or carer is not adequately meeting a child’s basic necessities of life in any of the following ways?

	· By inadequate supervision (age-relevant) that allows or creates danger? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· By inadequate attention (age-relevant)? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· By inadequate physical shelter or environment (eg. dangerous environment, homelessness)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· By inadequate nutrition (eg. reports of persistent hunger or inadequate food intake)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· By inadequate medical care (eg. untreated or inappropriately treated medical condition)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· By inadequate mental health care (ie. untreated or inappropriately treated mental health condition; suicidal ideation or self harm; acts or threats of serious violence)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· By inadequate education - not enrolled in school
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· By inadequate education - habitual absence from school
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Indicators of Physical Abuse 
	Does a child have a current injury that you suspect may have been caused by abuse?
For example:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Is there a suspicious injury or illness?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has there been excessively harsh discipline?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Is a parent or carer acting dangerously, causing or likely to cause significant injury?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Is domestic violence causing or likely to cause physical harm?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has a physical assault occurred (with or without the child’s consent)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Indicators of Sexual Abuse 

	Have you learned of sexual contact with or sexual abuse of a child?  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has there been any sexual exploitation of or contact or activity with a child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has a sexual act or threat caused a child distress, harm or fear?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has a child been exposed to sexually explicit material or acts?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Is a child pregnant?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has there been age-inappropriate sexual contact with or exploitation of a child by another child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Is a child exhibiting sexual or sexually abusive behaviour?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has sexual abuse or assault occurred (with or without the child’s consent)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Indicators of Relinquishing Care 
	Have you learned that:

	· A parent or carer is unable or unwilling to provide a child aged under 16 (or over 16 if unable to make informed decisions) with shelter, food or supervision?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· A child has been in voluntary care for more than 3 months? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Indicators of Psychological Harm
	Does a child appear to be in psychological or emotional distress as a result of parent or carer behaviour? 

For example:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has a child been persistently or excessively rejected, criticised, blamed or terrorised?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has a child been persistently or excessively ignored or isolated?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Is a child living with chronic or severe domestic violence?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Are there severe parent or carer mental health or substance abuse issues?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Is a child living with criminal and/or corrupting behaviour?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has there been deliberate exposure to traumatic events?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Indicators of risk from a Carer Concern
	Do you have information that a child is significantly affected by any of the following parent or carer issues?

	· Does a parent or carer have a substance abuse issue?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Does a parent or carer have a mental health issue 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Does a parent or carer have a chronic or serious physical health issue or disability?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Is a child living with domestic violence? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Indicators of risk to an Unborn Child
	Are you concerned for the welfare of an unborn child for any of the following reasons?

	· Has there been a previous child abuse or neglect report implicating as perpetrator an expectant mother or another adult living with her?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has an expectant mother or another adult living with her previously had a child removed from her or his care?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Has an expectant mother or another adult living with her previously been a subject in a child death review?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Reportable conduct  

An allegation of any of the listed behaviours by Fellowship personnel towards a child aged less than 18 years is a reportable allegation.   
sexual Offences
	Has there been an allegation that any of the following have been committed against, with, or in the presence of a child?  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Sexual assault (ie. sexual intercourse by a person with a child)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Involvement of a child in sexual acts?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Involvement of a child in acts of indecency?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Any sexual threat imposed on a child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



sexual misconduct
	Has there been an allegation that any of the following have been committed against, with, or in the presence of a child?  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Any sexual relationship with a child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Inappropriate conversations of a sexual nature?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Comments expressing a desire to act in a sexual manner with individual children
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Unwarranted and inappropriate touching of a child, or in the presence of a child
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Sexual exhibitionism in the presence of a child
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



(sexual misconduct cont)
	· Personal correspondence (including electronic communication) with a child or young person in respect of the adult's sexual feelings for a child or young person
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Deliberate exposure of children and young people to sexual behaviour of others including display of pornography
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Possession of child pornography
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



physical assault 
	Has there been an allegation of physical assault that includes ALL of the following?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· An act committed on or towards a child, 

	· involving either the application of force to the child or an act that caused the child to think that immediate force would be used on them,

	· enacted with either hostility or recklessness (where the person would reasonably have foreseen the likelihood of inflicting injury or fear and ignored the risk); and

	· that caused the child to fear that he or she would be harmed as a result of the act (although the harm need not have actually happened)


grooming behaviour (a form of sexual misconduct)
	Has there been an allegation of PATTERNS of behaviour aimed at engaging or 'grooming' a child as a precursor to sexual abuse?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Persuading a child that they have a 'special' relationship? (e.g. spending inappropriate special time with the child, inappropriately giving gifts, showing special favours exclusively to them, allowing the child to overstep rules)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Overstepping personal boundaries? (e.g. by undressing in front of the child, encouraging inappropriate physical contact (not necessarily overtly sexual), talking about sex, 'accidental' touching of genitals)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Extending a relationship (beyond healthy social or community engagement) outside the employment or volunteer service situation? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Inappropriate personal correspondence, including electronic communication, that explores sexual feelings or intimate personal feelings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



ill-treatment 
	Has there been an allegation of ill-treatment of a child, including (for example) in any of the following ways?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Discipline or correction that is extreme or excessive for the situation?
	

	· Discipline that breaches community standards?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Discipline that may affect the long-term well-being of a child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Supplying prohibited drugs to a child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



neglect
	Has there been an allegation of a PATTERN of failure to provide basic necessities to a child to the extent that the long-term physical, emotional or intellectual well-being of the child could be impacted? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



behaviour causing psychological harm
	Has there been an allegation of a PATTERN of behaviour that is inappropriate and causally linked to significant emotional harm or trauma to a child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Extended or ongoing actions that degrade or belittle a child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Extended denial of opportunities for a child to participate and develop?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Extended restriction of a child’s freedom to move?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



violence
	Has there been an allegation of violent conduct committed during Fellowship activities in the presence of child?  (ie excluding negligible, small, trivial or insignificant acts or outbursts made in anger. These are highly undesirable but not reportable)     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Violent act or series of related acts directed towards a child and resulting in either physical or emotional injury to the child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Violent act or series of related acts directed towards another person conducted in the presence of a child and resulting in either physical or emotional injury to the child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Violent act or series of related acts directed towards property conducted in the presence of a child and resulting in either physical or emotional injury to the child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
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