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New Fire Rating Scale

As an outcome of the interim report of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission, a
new fire rating scale has been recommended and adopted nationally. Details of the new
scale are outlined on page 8 of this Fire Risk Control Guide.

The new scale now includes a &atastrophicérating (Code Red), which indicates that
there is a forecast of catastrophic conditions associated with a very real likelihood of
major loss of life and property.

The new scale escalates as follows:
oW Moderate] 3 'High 3 Very High 3 Severe 3 |EXiicmE 3
B o t Extreded aCatastrophicd f i re danger day htotaliflebansbe as s

On c e Casastrophicd r at i n g, itiissthereecanmdéndation of bushfire authorities
(the Rural Fire Service and the NSW Fire Brigade) that residents do not stay with their
properties. The policy will also apply to community services including schools. When
catastrophic conditions are in place it will be necessary to close schools.

Adv i c €atastnophiéd d e c | d@siloeated ab htts://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au.

General Fire Facts

Embers

Following analysis of recent fire seasons it has been found that ember attack is eight
times more likely than anything else to cause property loss. Embers:

y Can ignite leaf litter in gutters,
y Can ignite grass and combustibles left near buildings,
Yy Can get into the roof space and cause fires above ceilings, and

y Can travel kilometres in front of a fire, arriving well before the actual fire front.

LP Gas Bottles

LP gas bottles pose a severe fire risk that can be reduced by safe storage practices:

U Because most fires are likely to come from the direction of the prevailing wind,
westerly or northerly, store gas bottles on the more protected eastern or southern
side of the school.

U Ensure that gas bottles are not stored under verandahs

Uy Store bottles with relief valves pointing away from buildings and in cleared areas of
at least 6m.

U Do not store gas bottles under any area that accommodates students or teachers.
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Grass and Bushes

Grass and bush can burn along suburban streets, in parks and spread across roads.
Schools situated in the suburbs and semi-rural areas need to take precautions as well
as those located in bushfire-prone areas (e.g. bushland, semi-rural and rural areas).

Other causes of fire, such as radiant heat or direct flame contact, are generally the
result of an overwhelming bushfire on particularly fire-prone or inadequately prepared
sites.

Combustible materials

The accumulation of rubbish and combustible waste materials is a potential fire
hazard to the school.

U

Rubbish and combustible waste should all be cleared from school buildings on
a daily basis and securely stored outside, away from buildings and well clear of
fire exits and any overhanging structures.

Waste materials, such as partly used containers of paint, flammable solvents or
flammable solvent-based adhesives, must not be allowed to accumulate.
Required flammable liquids and combustible materials should be should be stored
in secure locations.

Highly flammable liquids and liquid petroleum gases must be stored in
compliance with Dangerous Goods regulations. Only such quantities as are
required for daily use should be taken out of storage.

Australian Standard for Buildings in Bushfire-prone Areas

The third edition of Australian Standard AS 3959:2009 - Construction of
buildings in bushfire-prone areas, is a useful guide. The objective of this
Standard is to improve the ability of buildings, by specific design and

...")’(

construction, to withstand attack from bushfires. N

Changes in the 3" edition of AS 3959:2009 include:

a
a

a

A more scientifically based assessment of bushfire attack
Improved construction research derived from recent bushfire studies

Improved consideration of cost effectiveness

Local Government requirements for building in bushfire-prone areas vary, and therefore
should be referred to.

For schools in high fire-risk areas, it is recommended that two bushfire drills in addition to
two internal fire drills be conducted each year:

a

an

an

One bushfire drill during the first two weeks of the school year, and

A second bushfire drill just prior to the approach of the bushfire season (eg.
October 1), and

Two internal fire drills, separately scheduled to best effect for the school
community.
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Communication

Fire Rating Communications

The Bureau of Meteorology generally issues fire weather warnings for the following
day at 6.30pm on the current day.

As this timing does not fit well with normal school operating hours, Diocesan and
Congregational schools are advised to have in place failsafe communication networks
to relay any advice from State Emergency Management (SEMC) quickly throughout
their school communities.

Communication with School Communities

Decisions to close a school require very efficient communications networks
that ensure the notification of the entire school community,
sometimes at very short notice.

Establishing a Critical Incident Contact Procedure will assist schools
to manage this task efficiently.

Ideally, two modes of communication, predetermined and tested well in advance of
any emergency arising, will best ensure contact with all who need to be informed.

Critical Incident Phone Trees

A Phone Tree is an essential tool to enable schools to provide prompt,
efficient and effective contact with parents and caregivers during
emergency situations such as bushfires. Schools that do not already have
an established Critical Incident Phone Tree in place should consider
establishing a Tree as a matter of priority.

&y O)

On occasions when it is necessary to contact parents and caregivers in this
manner during an emergency there may be many other competing
pressures, so a smooth operating mechanism for contact will assist the
management of this vital component of critical incident management.

) -

‘
I
\

) 33 £

Phone Trees:

Provide a way for schools without parent and caregiver contact «aiill
mechanisms already in place to set up reasonably effective
communication channels.

an

an

Enable messages to be given quickly, personally and specifically.

Are best set up at the beginning of each school year with reminders each term
to parents to update contact details.

an

Each staff member should have two copies of the Phone Tree, one kept at home
and one at school so that in the event of an emergency or a need to notify the
school community, staff can access details from these lists. At least two contact
numbers for each member of the community should be provided (eg. home
phone, mobile).
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Email Networks

Some schools may have established e-mail communication networks with their
school community. These are effective, not as a sole means of communication
but as a secondary or support communication in combination with primary phone
communications.

School Websites

School websites provide another practical way of keeping the school community
informed and in touch, and of providing updates during an emergency. They are
not adequate as a sole means of communication but are helpful in combination
with primary phone communications.

Communication with other organisations

The Catholic Education Commission NSW (CEC) has asked that all Dioceses
and Principals of Congregational schools located in bushfire-prone to:

a Advise the CEC of the name and contact details (including email address and
mobile phone) of a designated bushfire emergency contact person.
a Ensure that this contact personisavai | abl e to take co

basis.

Tony McArthur is the nominated CEC bushfire emergency communications
contact:

Phone: 02 9287 1533 or

Email: tony.mcarthur@cecnsw.catholic.edu.au

School Activities in the Bushfire Season

School Camps & Excursions

When a school camp or excursion into a high fire risk area during the fire danger
season is planned, it is essential that organizers are aware of the fire risks and of
their own responsibilities, and have adequate contingency plans in place.

As for all excursions, a comprehensive and documented risk assessment must be
completed.
School Activities

Schools in fire-prone areas will need to consider the appropriateness of activities
undertaken on days of extreme bushfire danger, as well as on days of fire ban.

It is strongly advised that schools cancel, postpone or relocate planned activities if
extreme fire conditions are forecast. Such decisions should be made as early as
possible to ensure the ongoing safety of staff, students and volunteers.

School buses

Principals may need to review timing arrangements for the release of students on
days of extreme fire danger, including their movement by bus at the end of the school
day when the fire risk is generally higher.

Risk Control Guide for Schools in Bushfire Prone Areas. V2, ©CSO Broken Bay 2009.
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It is advisable to notify parents about these arrangements at the start of the school
year.

In the event of a major fire that threatens public safety, emergency services may
close roads, preventing students from travelling by bus and altering collection
arrangements for parents and caregivers. In this case, Principals should ensure that
students and buses remain where they are until receipt of confirmation from SEMC
that is safe to travel.

Arrangements for the release of students, or if necessary, for their retention at school
for an extended period of time, should be communicated to parents.

Curriculum materials Z 'S&

=
Firesafe and Fire Science

Firesafe is a complete Science and Technology K-6 program for teachers and is
derived from the Board of Studies syllabus.

The central theme of the Firesafe program is fire safety and awareness, and it aims to
facilitate a reduction in the number of preventable fires that occur and in the number
of injuries, deaths and damages that result from fires.

a Firesafe 1, 2 & 3 are free NSW Rural Fire Service publications for K-6 classes
and are available in class sets.

a Fire Science 1, 2 & 3 is a similar resource for Years 7-12.

A comprehensive list of free fire prevention and management resources is available
on the NSWRFS website www.rfs.nsw.gov.au.

For further information and enquiries, call freecall 1800654443.

Planning for a Bushfire Emergency

Emergency Management Plan

It is essential for school emergency planning to address school '"_”’g
responses to the threat of bushfires. -

Schools should regularly review their Emergency (critical
incident) Management Plans to ensure that they meet current
requirements and incorporate procedures for responding to fires
and other emergencies. Emergency services such as fire
authorities, police and SES can offer advice and assistance in
the preparation and review of emergency plans.

Schools are advised to provide local government with a copy of their Emergency
Management Plan to facilitate overall coordination and ensure integration into local
emergency control arrangements.

It is also important that, in advance of any fire emergency, staff, students and parents

PN

are informed about and understand schools 6 emer gency response ar:-
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Bushfire Risk Evaluation
A fire risk assessment of the school should be made, and should consider:
a Therisk of the area in which the school is situated and
ad The school 6s potential as a safe refuge un

A map of local bushfire-prone land can be obtained from local council, and a oOr i
c o n ¢ arearsldould be delineated around the school. The radius of the risk area will
depend upon the risk in the area in which the school is situated.

Consideration should also be given to all students who travel to school by bus. All
suchbusroutesshoul d be encompassrskdconcemnatedne school 6s

Assess what level of risk bushfires pose to your property. Note that your school is more at
risk if:

y Itis situated close to bushland or areas with significant ground fuels

U The general area in which the school is located tends to experience fire
y The school is situated on top of a slope, ridge or hill
u

It may be difficult for firefighters to access and exit your property (e.g. one road in
and out, restricted access from one traffic direction etc)

The school is located some distance from firefighting services

[

y The school is located near bushland. (About 80% of properties destroyed by fire
are within 100m of bushland).

Risk Control Before the Bushfire Season

To reduce the risk of fire due to ember attack, radiant heat or direct flame, school
buildings & the school community can be protected by proactively taking the following
precautions:

a Communicate to the school community the alarm signal for a fire

an

Predetermine the chain of response authority (accounting for the potential
absence of key personnel)

a Nominate responsible people to be fire wardens and create role descriptions for
each warden

a Ensure the plan makes adequate provision for disabled people, including the
visually, hearing and health impaired.

an

Put together an emergency response kit with items such as a mobile phone,
battery-operated radio and torches, first aid supplies, drinking water, batteries, fire
blankets, extra towels or blankets, emergency contact list etc

an

Consider storing important documents and items in a fireproof storage area

an

Practise evacuation drills, ensuring that everyone knows the assembly points.

Risk Control Guide for Schools in Bushfire Prone Areas. V2, ©CSO Broken Bay 2009.
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an

an

an

an

an

an

an

an

Ensure emergency services, staff, CSO consultants, parent representatives &
parish priests are listed on the Critical Incident Phone Tree and that the Phone
Tree has been distributed to appropriate people.

Arrange the clearing of scrub and undergrowth from around school buildings
Keep firebreaks maintained. Clear an area of low-cut lawn adjacent to buildings
Arrange for dead leaves and branches to be cleared from around buildings

Organise the regular clearing of leaves and twigs from gutters, including gutters
on buildings sometimes overlooked (e.g. stand alone cottages, garages, pool
changing sheds, etc)

Store flammable items such as woodpiles, old furniture, boxes, paper and waste
materials well away from school buildings

Keep long, heavy duty hoses with compatible fittings and wide spray nozzles near
taps that are located away from buildings to avoid heat if the building catches fire

Monitor media reports of bushfire/weather warnings and alerts as the season
begins.

In some situations, the following measures may also apply:

Ensure easy water source access if a reserve water supply is available from a
pool or tank that is fitted with Rural Fire Service compatible hose connections
(38mm Storz coupling) and a portable pump

Regularly check petrol or diesel operated portable pumps to ensure they start
easily

If an Emergency is Declared /

Under normal circumstances, evacuation of students and staff should

take place only at the direction of the officer in charge of the Bushfire
Brigade. If a firefighter or a police officer tells everyone to evacuate,

-

their order must be obeyed. No staff member or student should remain
behind once asked to leave the area.

In some circumstances and, in the absence of advice to the contrary, the Chief Warden
should make immediate arrangements to evacuate people to a place of safety. The
relevant schools consultant is to be informed by the principal (or a person delegated by
the principal) that an emergency has been declared for that school.

If there is adequate warning of an approaching bushfire, and emergency services advise
it is safe to travel:

a

a

Send home students whose parents are already at school, if transport is available

Release staff whose homes are in possible danger, and retain a core group to
supervise remaining students

Monitor media reports for bushfire/weather warnings and alerts as the season
begins. (See Emergency Contacts, p23).

Risk Control Guide for Schools in Bushfire Prone Areas. V2, ©CSO Broken Bay 2009.
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an

an

Call 000 if a fire is seen and no fire trucks are in attendance

If possible, arrange for the hosing down of the roofs, walls and playground areas
especially on the side facing the fire-front.

Turn sprinklers on and leave on

If possible, arrange for down pipes to be plugged and roof gutters filled with water
using hoses

Fill sinks and all available containers with water for extinguishing small fires and to
use as drinking water

If there is a swimming pool or water tank in the school grounds, tie a towel around
the letterbox or at the gate to let authorities know where to find water. Static water
supply plaques are available from the local fire station to affix in the same way for
the same purpose.

If a Bushfire Approaches

If the organised movement of students to a place of safety is impossible, or early
evacuation advice is not issued and staff and students are trapped on the school site,
movement to a safe refuge within the school should occur.

A safe refuge is a building with characteristics that make it resistant to fire. Typically,
safe refuges have some or preferably many of the following characteristics:

an  an  an

an

an

an

Solid construction
Under-floor area fully enclosed and spark-proof
Doors and windows in good condition and sealed well to exclude sparks

All exposed timberwork (eg window and door frames) smooth and well-painted so
that flying embers can fall off, rather than lodge on the timberwork

No overhanging trees likely to have filled gutters with leaves

Shrubs, trees and flammable groundcover vegetation well clear of the building, with
surrounding grass short and green

Sheet-type roof cladding in good condition and firmly fixed with no gaps, so as to
exclude flying sparks

Roof space insulated with non-flammable batts

Ceiling lining of non-flammable sheet material

In a move-to-safe-refuge situation, the following precautions should be taken:

Move everybody inside and direct students and staff to remain calm within the
building

Assemble on the lower floor in the case of multi-storey premises

Never remain in a room with no outside exit

Risk Control Guide for Schools in Bushfire Prone Areas. V2, ©CSO Broken Bay 2009.
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an

an

an

ar an an

an

Students and staff should be assembled clear of windows and away from the part of
the building which will be initially exposed to the fire-front

Isolate gas and oil at mains switches
If possible, isolate electricity in all but the refuge area of the school

Disconnect all hoses and store them inside, close to exit point, to prevent fire
damage

Connect a hose to an inside tap if possible

Turn off air conditioning

Close all windows and draw blinds (if fitted)

Close all doors and place wet towels or blankets at the inside base of each door

Ensure that everyone remains inside until the main fire-front has passed (usually 10-
20 minutes)

If a Bushfire Arrives

y Heat radiates, even in areas well back from the flames.

y Do not remove clothing i it is the only thing that will protect
skin from embers and heat

y Sparks and embers fly through the air, as well as thick
smoke and loud noises

y Heat dehydrates - drink plenty of water

After the fire-front has passed

an

an

an

Students and staff should leave the building in an orderly manner and assemble in a
safe area, nominated by the chief warden and away from the premises

A roll-call should be conducted

Hoses should be re-connected and a check for spot fires near or on the school
grounds and buildings (including roof cavities) should be made

Attempts should be made by fire-protection equipment trained personnel to
extinguish parts of buildings which have been ignited, provided it is safe to do so

Bushfire recovery

Principals will need to ensure support is available for staff, students and parents
following a bushfire incident that has affected their community. Support will include the
usual strategies that are put in place after any critical incident including counseling,
debriefing etc.

Risk Control Guide for Schools in Bushfire Prone Areas. V2, ©CSO Broken Bay 2009.
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The level of support required will vary, depending on the nature, extent and
consequences of the incident. The schools consultant will assist the Principal to access
appropriate support requirements, both from within the Catholic Schools Office and
externally if and as necessary.

Risk Control for Schools in Bushfire-prone Areas A

You need to act decisively in accordance with your Bushfire Survival Plan
when a bushfire threatens your school.

Survival depends on the preparations and the decisions you make.

The NSW Rural Fire Service slogan is:

Prepare. Act. Survive.

Prepare

a Prepare a Bush Fire Survival Plan. A sample plan is located at
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au and is a useful guide.

an

Preparation is the key to survival. Well before you leave, prepare for where you
are going to go, how you are going to get there and what you are going to take
with you.

a Prepare the school to survive a fire-front and ensure it has adequate insurance
cover.

Act

Fires can threaten suddenly and without warning so you must be prepared to act
without waiting for a warning.

a Dondét dAwait and seeodo. Put your preparatio
a Know what the Fire Danger Rating is for your area.
a  Waitch for signs of fire, especially smoke and flames.
a If you receive a Bush Fire Alert, take it seriously and act promptly.
a Seek out information from TV, local radio, the internet, mobile phones and
neighbours.
Survive

The lives of your school community are always your first priority during bush fires.

a The safest option is always to be away from a fire, but recognise that fires can
move so quickly that a warning is not always possible.

Risk Control Guide for Schools in Bushfire Prone Areas. V2, ©CSO Broken Bay 2009.
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a Know the location of your nearest Neighbourhood Safer Place or other safer
location that may provide you with greater protection.

The summer of 2009-2010 will be the first Australian summer to come under the
newly revised fire danger rating scale that includes two new categories - &everedand
&Catastrophicd  d a.nngaeQatastrophicédanger situation, loss of property and of life
is considered likely.

a On days r at €alastrophicofire danger, leaving early is the safest option to
ensure your ¢ 0 mmsinoe even dwvell-preparedv and/ eohstructed
buildings will not be safe.

a On days rated & x t r efirmedénger, leaving early will always be the safest
option.

Being involved in a fire will be one of the most traumatic experiencesi n a n ifene 6 s

Implications for schools of 6 Bremeband 6 @&astrophicédanger ratings:

&xtremeb and &Catastrophicd conditions will require a TOTAL FIRE BAN.
This may result in parents keeping children at home.

0 @astrophicéconditions will make it necessary to CLOSE SCHOOLS.

Any decision to close a school requires an efficient communication network
so that the entire school community can be notified, even at very short notice.

Each school should have a Critical Incident Phone Tree in place.

Risk Control Guide for Schools in Bushfire Prone Areas. V2, ©CSO Broken Bay 2009.
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Fire Danger Ratings - What do They Mean?

The Fire Danger Rating warns of the level of bush fire threat on any given day, based on
the forecast weather conditions. It is an early indicator of potential danger should a bush
fire begin.

When a Fire Danger Rating is advised, it must be taken seriously. Be prepared to act.

Catastrophic Fire Danger Rating

CATASTROPHIC

CATASTROPHIC

Catastrophic Fire Behaviour

Fires will be uncontrollable, unpredictable and very fast moving with highly aggressive
flames extending high above tree tops and buildings. A thick river of embers will
attack buildings violently causing other fires to start rapidly and spread quickly up to
20 km ahead of the main fire.

Impact Potential of Catastrophic Fires

Fire will threaten suddenly, without warning and be incredibly hot and windy, making
it difficult to see, hear or breathe. Lives will be lost, people injured and homes and
businesses destroyed or damaged. Even well-prepared, well-constructed homes will
not be safe. Expect power, water and phone networks to fail as severe winds bring
down trees, power lines and blow roofs off buildings well ahead of the fire. Do not
expect a fire truck.

What Response Should | Make to a Catastrophic Fire?

Ensure that survival is the primary consideration in all decision making. The safest
option is for the school community to leave early, hours or days before a fire occurs.
Under no circumstances will it be safe to Stay and Defend. Ensure you stay well
informed of current fire activity by monitoring local media and regularly checking for
updates on the Rural Fire Service website or Information Line - 1800 679 737.

Risk Control Guide for Schools in Bushfire Prone Areas. V2, ©CSO Broken Bay 2009.
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A~ CATASTROPHIC

EXTREME

Extreme Fire Behaviour

Fires will be uncontrollable, unpredictable and fast moving with flames in the tree
tops, and higher than roof tops. Thousands of embers will be blown into and around
homes causing other fires start and spread quickly up to 6 km ahead of the main fire.

Impact Potential of Extreme Fires

Fire will threaten suddenly, without warning and be very hot and windy making it
difficult to see, hear and breathe. Lives may be lost and people injured and expect
schools, homes and business to be destroyed. Only very well prepared, constructed
and actively defended homes are likely to offer any degree of safety. Power, water
and phone networks are likely to fail because severe winds will bring down trees,
power lines and blow roofs off buildings well ahead of the fire. Do not expect a fire
truck.

What Response Should | Make to an Extreme Fire?

Ensure that survival is the primary consideration in any decision. Leaving early (hours
before) will always. Implement your Bush Fire Survival Plan. Stay well informed of
current fire activity by monitoring local media and regularly checking for updates on
the Rural Fire Service website or Information Line - 1800 679 737.

Risk Control Guide for Schools in Bushfire Prone Areas. V2, ©CSO Broken Bay 2009.
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Severe Fire Danger Rating

\ 4

‘ CATASTROPHIC

SEVERE

Severe Fire Behaviour

Fires will be difficult to control, unpredictable and fast moving with flames that may
reach the tops of the trees and be higher than roof tops. Expect embers to be blown
into and around homes causing other fires to start and spread up to 4 km ahead of
main fire.

Impact Potential of Severe Fires

Fire can threaten suddenly, without warning and be hot and windy which at times will
make it difficult to see, hear and breathe. There is the possibility that lives may be lost
and people injured and expect that some homes and business will be destroyed or
damaged. Power, water and phone networks may fail as winds may bring down trees,
power lines and blow roofs off buildings ahead of the fire. Do not expect a fire truck.

What Response Should | Make to a Severe Fire?

Ensure that survival is the primary consideration in any decision. Leaving early (hours
before) is the safest option for your community. Follow your Bush Fire Survival Plan.
Stay well informed of current fire activity by monitoring local media and regularly
checking for updates on the Rural Fire Service website or Information Line - 1800 679
737.

Risk Control Guide for Schools in Bushfire Prone Areas. V2, ©CSO Broken Bay 2009.
Page 14


http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/file_system/attachments/Attachment_BushFireSurvivalPlan.pdf
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/

Very High Fire Danger Rating

e

CATASTROPHIC

VERY HIGH

Very High Danger Fire Behaviour

Fires can be difficult to control quickly may be fast moving. Embers may be blown into
and around buildings causing other fires to occur up 2km ahead of the main fire.

Impact Potential of Very High Danger Fires

Fire can threaten suddenly, without warning and it may be hot and windy and at times
difficult to see, hear and breathe. Loss of life and homes is unlikely. Power, water and
phone networks may fail.

What Response Should | Make to a Very High Danger Fire?

Ensure that your survival is the primary consideration in any decision. Leaving early
(hours before) is the safest option for you and your family. Activate your Bush Fire
Survival Plan. Stay well informed of current fire activity by monitoring local media and
regularly checking for updates on the Rural Fire Service website or Information Line -
1800 679 737.
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s O CATASTROPHIC

High Danger Fire Behaviour

Fires can be controlled but can still present a threat. Embers may be blown ahead of
the fire and into and around homes causing other fires to occur close to the main fire.

Impact Potential of High Danger Fires

A fire may threaten suddenly and without warning. Loss of life and homes is highly
unlikely and well prepared homes that are actively defended can offer safety during a
fire.

What Response Should | Make to a High Danger Fire?

Ensure your school is well prepared for the risk of bush fire. Review and practice your
Bush Fire Survival Plan. Monitor local media for fire activity and regularly check the
Rural Fire Service website or Information Line - 1800 679 737.
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LOW=MODERATE CATASTROPHIC

Low-Moderate Fire Behavour

Fires can be easily controlled and are slow moving with low flame heights.
Impact Potential of Low-Moderate Danger Fires

Little or no risk to life or homes.
What Response Should | Make to a Low-Moderate Danger Fire?

Ensure you have a current Bush Fire Survival Plan. Ensure your staff, students and
school are well prepared for the risk of bush fire. Refer Rural Fire Service website or
Information Line - 1800 679 737 for changes in fire activity.
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Checklist A: Bushfire Preparedness

MNob answers represent potenti al gaps i n emer ge
should be determined and implemented in preparation for the bushfire season.

Yes No
If a pool or water tank is accessible in the school grounds, has this been
registered at the local fire station as a static water supply?.............cccccevveneene. ] ]
Have wardens and First Aid officers been appointed?................cccccol. [] []
Have the wardens and First Aid officers been trained?...........ccoovveveveennen. [] []
Are the wardens and First Aid officers aware of and practiced in their roles
and reSPONSIDIIIIES?.......cc.eeveeeeeie ettt ere e [] []
Is there an Emergency Fire Plan in Place?........ccccevueveeeeeeeeee e ] ]
Has the Emergency Fire Plan been reviewed?..........ccccocvviivnvivniinnninnnnnnnn.
Have important computer files been saved?............cccceeeeeiceeseceseesene s [] []
Has fireproof storage of important documents and items been
CONSIARIEU?. ... et ettt e et e e e et e e e ee e e et e e ee e e aees [] []
Has scrub/undergrowth been cleared from around school buildings?............ [] []
Has a firebreak been maintained with a clear, low-cut lawn adjacent to
(o011 Lo [Tl X2 [] []
Have gutters been cleared of leaves and tWigs?..........cccccveeveeveeieeeeceeenenne. [] []
Has a gutter guard been iNStalled?..............cocoveveeeeeceece e, [] []
Have flammable items such as woodpiles, boxes, paper and waste
materials been stored away from school buildingS?..........ccceveevveveevieereennnan [] []
Have long heavy duty hoses with compatible fittings and wide spray nozzles
been purchased and kept near taps located away from school buildings?..... ] ]
Are hoses long enough to reach all parts of the school buildings?.............. ] ]
Is there a supply of buckets (preferably metal), mops, ladders, rakes and
shovels in one place for ready access during a fire?...........cc.ccceeveeveenenne.n. ] ]
If there is a reserve water supply such as a water tank or pool, a Rural
Fire Service compatible hose connection (38mm Storz coupling) and a
(010 2= o) (=N 01U T 1] X2 ] ]
If available are petrol or diesel operated portable pumps regularly
checked to ensure they start @asily?............c.cvveveeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, [] []
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Yes No

Are media reports monitored for bushfire/weather warnings or alerts as
the SEASON DEGINS?........iiviiieeee e [] []

Has an emergency kit been put together with items such as a mobile
phone, battery-operated radio and torches, first aid supplies, drinking
water, batteries, fire blankets, extra towels/blankets, emergency contact
LS = (oSSR
Have evacuation procedures been prepared and tested?..........ccccvvvvveeeee.

Are staff and students trained in evacuation procedures?..........................

Are class roles, staff sign-in register and visitor register accessible in an
EIMEIGENCY 2. ettt ee ettt et et ettt e et ettt e et ettt et ee et ee et tetaeeteeetaeaeaeaaaaaeaaaaaaaenns

Are student medication needs available at short notice?.............ccovvveeenne
Have plans been made for school bus coordination?..........ccccccvevvvevieennen..

Have links been established with local emergency services and local
government and arrangements been confirmed?...........................c .

Have fire hose reels and fire extinguishers been checked to ensure
they are in good working order?............ccccooiii

Have parents and caregivers been advised of emergency communication
PIOCEUUIES?. .. ee ettt ettt e et e e e e e et r e e e e e e e e bbb e e e eeeaaas

Has the school bus coordinator been advised of emergency
2 T =1 10 T<T 0 01T 0 £ IN

Are all members of the school community aware of emergency
=Lz 1o =T 0 01T 01K TP PP PP TP PPTPPPPPPPPN

Are arrangements in place to review the appropriateness of camps and
excursions during periods of high fire danger?.............oooo oo

o o o o o o ooogo oOo0bd
o o o o o o ooogo oOo0bd
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Checklist B: Bush Fire Emergency Control Actions

MNo0O answers r epr es eenmergenay toatmltadtianlrequiremerss whem an
emergency has been declared. Emergency control response gaps should be identified
and corrected.

Yes No
Has the school 6s Emer geun.cy...Pl.an..b [] ]
Are class rolls & the visitor register ready to be taken to the assembly
(010111 2T [] ]
Is the prepared emergency kit accessible?............occvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee ]
Does the kit contain:
Adequate first aid SUPPIIES?......cvcveeeeeeeieeieeice e ] ]
MODIIE PRONE?........eiiicie ittt [] ]
DINKING WALET?........c.veiiiceieceeeeee e ettt ete et ete e eraeereeseeenee s [] ]
Battery operated radio/torCh?.........c.cceeeveevirieiececeeeeeee e [] ]
SPATE DAMEIIES?.......ccvveeicee ettt sttt ere s [] ]
FIr@ DIANKEL ...t [] ]
Extra towels or DIANKEIS?........ocveieeeee et [] ]
EMErgency CONACE [ISt2.........ccveueieeieeeee e [] ]
Are student medications available?.........cccveeeeee oo, [] ]
Are emergency services aware of contact information? (e.g. contact
persondés name and mobile phone nu [] ]
Have as many students as possible been sent home with parents, if
emergency services advise it is safe to travel?........................l [] ]
Have staff whose homes are threatened by bushfire been released, if
emergency services advise it is safe to travel?............cccoeeeeeeeceeceece e ] ]
Is a battery operated radio accessible to listen for information on the
apProaching DUSHIIrE?.........c.covivieeeeee e, ] ]
Have the roofs, walls and playground areas been hosed down (especially
on the side that faces the fire-front) if possible?..............ccccoeeveievicceeennn. ] ]
Have playground and roof sprinkle [] ]
Have down pipes been plugged and roof gutters been filled with water
WNEIEVET POSSIDIE?........cvieeceeeeeeee ettt ettt [] ]
Have sinks and all available containers been filled with water?.................. ] ]
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Yes No

If a pool or water tank is accessible in the school grounds, has a towel
been tied on the letterbox or gate or has a Static Water Supply plague

DEEN ISPIAYEU?. ...ttt ] ]
Are procedures in place to move students and staff inside the school
(o016 13 Te [] ]

Are procedures in place to assemble students and staff clear of windows
and away from the part of the building which will be initially exposed to
tNE FIFE-TrONE?. . e a e e e e

Have all outside hoses been disconnected and stored inside close to exit
01011 1] £ 372U PPPPPPPRP

Has a hose been connected to an inside tap if it is possible?....................
Has the air conditioning been turned off?..........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiices
Have all windows been closed and blinds been drawn?............ccccoeeeiunnnnes

Have all doors been closed and wet towels or blankets been placed at
LT 0= LS - PP

O 0Oo0oo0oog o
O 0O o000 o
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Checklist C: Emergency Recovery

fNoO answers r epr es e procedprestfoe amergeady regpeery afterian
fire front has passed.

Yes No

Are procedures in place to:

Direct students and staff to leave the building and assemble in
a safe area nominated by the chief warden?.............cccccccvvvneneen.

CondUCE @ TOH CAII?. ..o

RECONNECE NOSES ... aeees

Check fOr SPOt fIr@S?.....uviiiieie i

0000y
0000y

Attempt to extinguish spot fires if it is safe to do so?...................
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NSW Rural Fire Service - Bush Fire Survival Plan

To open the NSW RFS Survival Plan, which opens as a PDF document, double click on the
picture below.

U PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE.
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NSW Emergency Contacts

Service

Type or Purpose

Phone

Web Site

State Emergency
Services

Report damage or
danger

132 500

Www.Ses.nsw.gov.au

Seek information

1800 201 000

Rural Fire Services

1800 049 933

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au

NSW Police

Emergency

000

Report arson

1800 333 000

Bureau of Meteorology

1300 659 218

www.bom.gov.au

NSW Ambulance 000

Road Traffic Authority 132 701

Department of 1800 018 444

Community Services

Centacare 9488 2400 www.centacare.org
St Vincent de Paul 9560 8666
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